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MCEs are unique and diverse 

communities 

MCEs deserve 

protection to maintain 

biodiversity  



MCEs are patchily distributed at 

several scales 

Management must 

work where MCEs 

actually occur 



Strong association with 

geomorphology makes 

MCE distribution  

potentially predictable 

Management can work 

where MCEs are 

predicted as highly 

probable  



Fish communities are connected 

to shallow coral ecosystems 

Spatial management of 

MCEs should link to 

shallow reef ecosystems 



MCE coral communities are not 

well-connected to shallow coral 

ecosystems 

MCEs may not aid in 

recolonization of 

shallow reef 

ecosystems 



MCEs serve as refugia for large 

overfished species 

Spawning stock within MCE 

depths may help replenish 

overfished shallow 

resources 



MCEs serves as essential habitat 

for threatened species 

• sleeping 

Protection of MCEs can 

aid in the conservation of 

rare and threatened 

species 



MCEs are vulnerable 

Protection of MCEs is 

warranted, especially 

from local threats 



This study would not 

be possible without a 

sustained effort and 

adequate resources 




